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clean, and carpeted with fine rush mats. Upon
These we were made to sit, having around us the
elders, who were nearest to us; after them, The war-
riors; and, finally, all The common people in a crowd.
We fortunately found there a Young man who under-
stood Ilinois much better than did The Interpreter
whom we had brought from Mitchigamea. Through
him, I spoke at first to the whole assembly by The
usual presents. They admired what I said to Them
about God and the mysteries of our holy faith.
They manifested a great desire to retain me among
them, that I might instruct Them.

We afterward asked them what they knew about
the sea. They replied that we were only ten days’
journey from it—we could have covered the distance
in 5 days; that they were not acquainted with The
Nations who dwelt There, because Their enemies
prevented Them from Trading with those Europeans;
that the hatchets, Knives, and beads that we saw
were sold to Them partly by Nations from The east,
and partly by an Ilinois village situated at four days’
journey from their village westward. They also
told us that the savages with guns whom we had
met were Their Enemies, who barred Their way to
the sea, and prevented Them from becoming ac-
quainted with the Europeans, and from carrying on
any trade with them; that, moreover, we exposed
ourselves to great dangers by going farther, on
account of the continual forays of their enemies along
the river,— because, as they had guns and were very
warlike, we could not without manifest danger
proceed down the river, which they constantly
occupy.

During this conversation, food was continually



